396        STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF CACHAR.
When the Manipurfs began to settle in C^chaY, they were at first
inclined to be exclusive, and to associate in taking land only with
their own race.    But since our accession they have fallen Into the
general scheme, and now a Manipuri often takes a lease along with
a Musalmdn or a Hindu, to the exclusion of a man of his own race,
who may be objectionable on account of his temper or character.
The principle of association is, therefore, purely commercial.    It
is a voluntary copartnership of a number of persons for the purpose
of carrying on a specified undertaking, acknowledging no   other
nexus except community of interest    This nexus does not even
extend to community of capital or of profits, for as soon  as  the
common lease is* obtained, the land is divided by the  partners
amongst themselves, and each sets up for himself on his own allot-
ment.    They'acknowledge, however, reciprocal obligations   so far
as may be necessary for carrying out the original undertaking.
Thus, a sharer would be considered a wrongdoer, who, by failing to
cultivate his portion, allowed it to become a haunt for wild beasts,
to the injury of the neighbouring allotments.    In such cases  the
other sharers used to apply to the Raja, who simply ordered the
negligent partner to till the land.    The British officer in charge of
the District is, in the eyes of the people, the legitimate successor
of the Raja, with the same plenary powers, and they now bring
similar applications to him.    On his verbal award, the defaulter
immediately sets to work and does his duty to the copartnership.
But although the nexus was weak as between the individual sharers,
it was absolutely inseparable as regards their obligations   to  the
ruling power.     These obligations consisted in, firstly, the payment
of the revenue, and, secondly, the discharge of certain customary
services.   The latter included the supply of labour for the  RajaVs
works, and of necessaries to him on his progresses.   The conditions
under which these duties were carried out it is now impossible
to define, such forced services having fallen into disuse.     But the
corporations at the present day will always supply labourers at the
market rates to an official who has won their confidence, and in
such cases the  labourers  are   selected  and drafted   ofj t>y   the
corporate decision of the sharers.    Thus, in other Districts, the
police find the labourers for the Collector when  wanted;   but
in Cichar the Deputy-Commissioner, through these corporations,
finds labour not only for himself, but for the police.      The   first
common obligation, that of paying the rent, still remains.    This was